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the Council of Ministers did not depart from the
proper functions of Government. It would have been
well if equal discretion had marked its treatment of
the food-supply of the nation. There was ample time
to review this important subject at leisure. The con-
sumer had no immediate cause for alarm, for there
was an abundance of commodities of prime necessity
in the country. The cereal crops had just been
harvested, and there could be no prospect of stringency
of food for many months. But in place of careful
and comprehensive consideration of the situation,
the Ministers on their own initiative rushed into the
publication of a number of decrees. Some of the
measures taken were harmless, and some bordered
on the ridiculous:* but all were the result of too
hasty reflection. The first of the type prohibited the
export of alb articles of prime necessity, whether of
local or of foreign production.2 In so great a hurry
were the Ministers to keep in Egypt all stocks of food,
that they would not pause to inquire whether the
local production was in excess of the consumption
1 It is difficult to perceive how limiting the number of sheep which
the pious are accustomed to sacrifice at the Kurban Bairam, the chief
Festival of the Mohammedan year, would make a substantial addition
to the future food-supply of Egypt. The interference of the Govern-
ment in a semi-religious ceremony of antiquity annoyed the wealthy,
at whose expense the offering is made, and angered the poor, who
enjoyed the meat. But the Ministers did not delay to consider the
effect of their intention, and forthwith invited the Grand Sheikh of
the University of Islam, and other Dignitaries of the Faith, to meet in
solemn conclave, and discuss whether the custom might not be re-
stricted that autumn to the sacrifice by each householder of a single
victim. The Conference was too cautious to offer a decided opinion
upon such a perplexing point, and referred it to higher authority.
Thereupon the Grand Mufti and his learned brother from the Ministry
of Justice, after lengthy deliberation, reported that Islamic Law
undoubtedly would be satisfied with the suggested restriction, and
the Prime Minister published a notice in the Official journal calling
upon all devout Egyptians to follow this ruling.
2 Decree dated 2nd August 1914.
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